
HAPPY 53rd ANNIVERSARY TOPS 
 
I often wondered…what is the history of Tucson Old Pueblo Section(TOPS) and who 
were the past chairs? 
 
According to our Section Operating Agreement(SOA), TOPS was chartered on March 
23, 1955.  During this time, the Tucson group, which had been meeting since the spring 
of 1953, formally requested an affiliation with the then named American Society for 
Quality Control(ASQC).  ASQC would change its name to American Society for 
Quality(ASQ) in 1997.  According to the ASQ Archives, the name was altered, "to better 
reflect the Society's goal of providing valuable products and services to all interested in 
quality."  The ASQC executive committee conditionally accepted this petition that same 
month.  In July 1955, the affiliation of the Tucson group with ASQC was officially 
approved as a full fledged section.  According to ASQ archives, TOPS is one year older 
than Phoenix 0704. 
 
TOPS’ first chair was D.Hawks, Jr from 1955-56.  Mr. Hawks was chief of Quality 
Standards and Analysis for Hughes Aircraft Company.  In March 1953, Hawks sent a 
letter to Edward B. Hayden, executive secretary of ASQC, indicating an interest in 
forming a Tucson section.  Hawks wrote: "A recent survey has indicated that about fifty 
engineers and supervisors at this Plant (Hughes Aircraft) would be interested in forming a 
Tucson chapter of the American Society for Quality Control."  Hawks went on to explain 
why this was desired: "...our problem at Tucson is that we are more or less isolated from 
contacts with other engineers and several of our staff have rightly requested that steps be 
taken to keep them in contact with the engineering progress of other industries in the 
Nation.  Phoenix is a bit too far for us to go for an evening meeting and this chapter of 
the ASQC does not appear to be very active in any event."   
 
From the 1960’s the section number changed various times; during 1961-62 it was listed 
as Section 1608, from 1962-67 the number was listed as Section 0609, 1968-71 it was 
listed as Section 0705, and was finally designated as Section 0707 in 1971.  Both sections 
1608 and 609 are not listed in the ASQ handbooks up to 1981.  Unfortunately, during the 
late 60’s, TOPS was dissolved and would became a subsection of Phoenix.  It would take 
TOPS three years to recover from this event and reestablish itself as a full-fledged 
section.  TOPS would be mentioned in Quality Progress on December 1971(Vol.IV 
No.12 p.35). TOPS would return this designation to the Ambos Nogales Section 0714. 
They were approved as a section at the November 9, 2006 meeting of the ASQ Board of 
Directors.   
 
Happy 53rd Anniversary and don’t forget our rich and proud heritage as Tucson’s Old 
Pueblo Section.  Finally, let me thank Cynthia Nazario and Leta Thrasher at ASQ 
National and John Franch of ASQ Archives, for assisting me in compiling the historical 
information on TOPS.   
 
Adios, 
Elías Monreal 
ASQ-CMI,CQT,CCT,CQA,SSGB 

TOPS Chair 2007-09 



 

 

American Society for Quality(ASQ) 
Tucson Old Pueblo Section(TOPS) 

Chair History 
 

80-81 James H. Applegate 
81-82 Walter G. Radzum Charted 
82-83 Duane T. Dietrich 
83-84 John J. Kut 
84-85 John J. Kut March 23, 1955 
85-86 Hector V. Soza 

55-56 D. Hawks, Jr 86-87 Ronald V. Bedgood 
57-58 R.P.Palmer 87-88 Peter L. Bersbach 
58-59 Mark Manning 88-89 Peter L. Bersbach 
59-60 Mark Manning 89-90 Stanley Pessok 

       

60-61 Joseph Loesch      (Section 1608)  90-91 Mary-Ann Hirschauer (Suozzi) 
61-62 Not submitted  91-92 Sigvard H. Smitt 
62-63 Not submitted          (Section 609)  92-93 Robert Alan Kemerling 
63-64 Melvin H. Mahlandt   93-94 Warren R. Glick 
64-65 no officer elected  94-95 Paul A. Keller 
65-66 no officer elected  95-96 Thomas Pyzdek 
66-67 no officer elected  96-97 Peter L. Bersbach 
67-68 Tucson section dissolved  97-98 David M. Keller 
68-69 (Phoenix SubSection 704)  98-99 Cynthia M. Sabelhaus (Scribner) 
69-70 Fred Niebuhr    (SubSection 704)  99-00 Robert J. Brauer 

       

70-71 Gary Cole         (SubSection 704)  00-01 Kim L. Wilson 
71-72 Dr.Duane L. Dietrich      (0707)  01-02 Beverly M. Synovetz 
72-73 Louis Z. Gunn  02-03 Thomas F. Hanley 
73-74 Irving R. Blumenthal  03-04 Timothy R. Foran / Rick Hufford
74-75 Not submitted  04-05 Tony L. Stewart 
75-76 Charles F. Laverini  05-06 Rick Hufford 
76-76 Charles F. Laverini  06-07 Joseph A. Foss 
77-78 Irving R. Blumenthal  07-08 Elías Monreal 
78-79 John G. Moss  08-09 Elías Monreal 
79-80 Lawerence E. Long  09-10 Your Name Could Be Here 

 


