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202009-2010 Section Officers:

Chair: Bill Griffith
Bgriffith@RainBird.com
520.806.5359

Chair Elect: Nathan Manelkar
nathan.manelkar@raytheon.com

Treasurer: Nathan Manelkar 
nathan.manelkar@raytheon.com

Secretary: Open

2008-2009 Committee Chairs:

Arrangements: Tom Hanley
thomas_f_hanley@raytheon.com
520.794.0718

Student Events/ Membership: 
Beverly Synovetz
prisoner1@mindspring.com
520.663.8323

Certifications:
Barb R. Botz-Thompson
barbe_r_botz-thompson@raytheon.com
520.794.5132

Nominations: Tony Stewart
tony_l_stewart@raytheon.com
520.794.2052

Programs: Connie Ley
concepcion_i_ley@raytheon.com
520.794.0669

Newsletter: Bill Griffith
Bgriffith@RainBird.com
520.806.5359

Education: Joseph Foss
joef@itde.com
520.745.8771 Ext.20102

Webmaster: Gail Cox
cox.gail@ymail.com
520.271.3760

Historian : Sig Smitt
sigandtoby@earthlink.net
520.575.9045

Audit Chair : Greg Wates
Gregory.A.Wates@raytheon.com

Technical Meeting
The Next TOPS Technical Meeting will be February 9,  202010

Date February 9th, 202010
Location UASC Tour – 3260 E. Universal Way 
Time 6:00pm  Tour Starts
You must register ahead of time – no walk-ins are allowed – Registration 
ends on Friday, February 5th, 2010 at 5:00pm.

Universal Avionics manufactures and markets an 
extensive line of advanced avionics equipment. Product 
lines include the UNS-1 SBAS/WAAS-enabled Flight 
Management Systems; the EFI-890R Flat Panel 
Display; a line of Flat Panel Integrated Cockpit Displays; 
the Vision-1® Synthetic Vision System; the TAWS 
Terrain Awareness and Warning System; the ASU 
chart, E-DOCS, checklist display system; Cockpit Voice 
Recorders; Radio Control Units; an Engine Display 
System; and a host of other advanced avionics 
equipment. 

Our state-of-the-art, 60,000 square-foot manufacturing 
plant is located in Tucson, Arizona adjacent to the 
Corporate Headquarters, Marketing and Product 
Support facilities. It features the latest in circuit board 
assembly, final unit assembly and environmental test 
technologies. 

Specialized "pick and place" robotics accommodate 
circuit board designs which use double-sided surface 
mount technology, fine pitch layouts and very small chip 
size components. Optimized assembly flow techniques 
and quality controls are utilized throughout the 
production process for maximum efficiency and 
integrity. 

Our progressive approach to system design, 
engineering and in-house manufacturing continues to 
place Universal Avionics products at the industry's 
leading edge. 
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Chair Message

We had a great group meeting with APICS in 
January.  The entire group got to play Sherlock 
Holmes during our discussion.  This month we 
have another special treat with our tour at 
UASC.  

We have started our process of taking 
nominations for the 202010-2011 ASQ Board.  
The voting will occur at the March Technical 
meeting.  Please let one of the current board 
members know if you would like to participate 
on the board for the 202010-2011 year.  

We also have the SARSEF contest coming up 
that we will need judges for.  Please let one of 
the board members know if you would like to 
participate.

Board Meetings
The board meets the first Tuesday of every month   Any 

member is welcomed to attend.  Please contact any 
board member for information on location.

Quality Connections

ASQ National:  http://www.asq.org
ASQ Region 7:  http://www.asqregion7.org
ASQ Section 0707:  http://www.asq0707.org
Arizona Quality Alliance:  http://www.arizona-
excellence.com
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award:  
http://www.nist.gov

202010 – 2011 Board Nominees

Message from 2011 Chair Elect Nathan 
Manelkar: 

We are soliciting our members to volunteer for 
the 2011 ASQ TOPS Board. The TOPS Board 
is an excellent avenue to show your 
commitment to the Quality profession and the 
local ASQ Chapter. We are motivated to 
provide value and excellent service to our ASQ 
members, so if you are interested being part of 
this exciting opportunity which also provides 
both leadership training and credits towards 
ASQ re-certification please forward your 
information to Nathan by email at: 

nathan.manelkar@raytheon.com

ASQ and APICS Meeting in January
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Regional Director

Elías Monréal

ASQ Congratulates the QMP Sections 
The Quality Management Program congratulates the following Sections on their 
achievements for the 2008-2009 

71 Sections have reached Total Quality Level 
38 Sections have reached Gold Excellence
42 Sections have reached Silver Excellence
21 Sections have reached Bronze Excellence 

By achieving the highest levels of the QMP, your section has proven its dedication and 
commitment to serving its members and you should feel proud of your accomplishments. 
You and your fellow member leaders are making an invaluable contribution to the Society 
through your service to your members and to your community. You have all helped make 
ASQ what it is today. 
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202009 - 202010

TOPS Calendar of 
Events

Sept 2009:  Capability 
Maturity Model Integration 
(CMMI) - Tom Lienhard 

Oct 2009: Quality 
Management System 
(QMS) at El Conquistador 
Resort

Nov 2009: Process 
Qualification - Greg Wates 

Dec  2009: Performance 
Based Contracting – Rick 
Hufford

Jan  2010 :  Statistics in 
Manufacturing - Bill 
Messina (APICS Host)

Feb 2010 : Universal 
Avionics Tour - Tucson

Mar 2010 : Coming to 
terms with Health Care 
Quality – John Harrison 

Apr 2010 : SARSEF 
winners 

May 2010 : TBD 
(ASQ/APICS joint meeting 
--- host = ASQ)

Unemployed ASQ Member Dues

Unemployed ASQ members receive a discount on their membership 
dues based on consecutive years of membership. 
Consecutive Years of Membership  Dues Discount:  1-4 50%   5 or 
more 20100% 
Eligibility Criteria
You must be a Regular, Senior, or Fellow member.
Any years as a Forum, Associate, or enrolled student do not qualify.
You may submit this application only after being unemployed for at least 
90 days.
You must be actively seeking employment.
Retired or self-employed members are not eligible. ASQ offers a similar 
benefit for retired members. 
Benefits
Your basic membership dues for the current membership year will be 
paid or partially paid by ASQ. Basic membership dues exclude 
additional Forums and Divisions, journals, and additional Sections 
(Seniors and Fellows—you keep your extra benefit of choice). 
You may participate in the program for no more than two years in your 
membership lifetime. You must complete an application for the second 
year of participation. 
After renewing your membership, please visit Careers in Quality to 
search for jobs, apply for positions online, and post your resume for 
employers to view.
http://www.asq.org/members/account/unemployment.html

SARSEF Judges needed for Tuesday March 9th 
from 7:30 am to 11:30 am (Breakfast and lunch are 
provided). Please check the judging 
information under the Volunteer drop down 
at: http://www.sarsef.org to sign up. After signing 
up you will receive an automatic message 
indicating that your registration was received.
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